THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

communications between Madrid and Levante and
Mediodia.

(vi) I therefore venture to suggest to the High Command
that it should drop this projected offensive, and that
it should speed up the concentration of suitable forces
at points between Tajo and Tajuna, in the hope of
holding the next enemy advance.

Two days after I had sent this counter-proposal to my
Superiors, the War Minister and the Chief of General
Staff, General Martinez Cabrera, came from Valencia to
Madrid. The latter, in our first interview, told me of the
displeasure which my disapproval of the plan had given
both him and the Minister, and without saying it directly,
General Cabrera gave me to understand that he didn't
believe in the enemy concentrations to which I referred.
Two days later, when the Minister and the Chief of Staff
were dining in Alcala de Henares, I was obliged to give
them the bad news that the enemy had started a violent
offensive, occupying La Marafiosa, San Martin de la Vega
and Ciempozuelos, afterwards crossing the River Jarama
and conquering important heights on its left bank. The
news fell like a bomb, and naturally they both left the
dinner-table. The Minister, pressed by Government
necessities, returned to Valencia, and the Chief of General
Staff, who had taken up his quarters with me at the
General Staff of the Central Army, also left Alcala some
hours later in the direction of the beautiful capital of the
Levante.
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